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and Robort Har-

rhesn yiei sre @ viniage race fan the odds are
thar yos have pever heand of Tumer spore
can. P fans knoww Twrnens becaane they
watch the diminutve fborglan rcet succoadully
baithe with Sprioes. Alfe, FPorche snd other
well- known, well-financal aad coemnely dewsl-
wpsd AT s prory impresive perbormanoe
Eor a car than wa bails, 48 it 1|.L'Lsr|:! anud bagille g
IHL hplurr [T . 'Iuﬂ 1||l U Y TTAR -
Meverthelew, with fewer than 700 of theswe
cars ever bail. the fact they are known st all
& amarng. Two Boon hdp caplain the can
growing popalaring: their exceprional power-to-
lu'l_jjn raison and ihe clfom of feo Bodalvyiatn,
Drennis Kawabaa ssd Row Filby, o we the
Imiermer e oonmect Turner entchwsiasn inie 2

ghoshal mamual-a T T
o i it e

nngton

Jack Turner and
His Cars

Fillowang Wonkd
War 1, Jack Tumer,
who waa barn in
Wales im 116G,
eatabilodicd & smadl
engineering baines
i Wlverhampana,
Englind, subcontracs-
ing o Auwdn, From
this bue, he nplmﬁn’
mm e cain and then

developad and maskered the
Casse MofoapoTs #H
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AT Far |1|'.|r'n-‘|'I his namr, Faedme Friuallbv #e TUrfAmg b posin 3w am
autaritkitive enginseer ip 1 900

Tcaner beaile bis Firt ur‘;I; s raoe car im 16D and vaced it rhﬂu.r_l'l
1953, He sho began building oce o chaun for other diven and
b.-:_,m ..Inrlan:d able-overhead -com W, 150000 amd 000G Fixe
engires by rodoigning engino from other mamifansen

With b Wdia of evenbially conmnucting & sports. car, Turmes husls
s proaorype chamis and body with & Vamball cogine i 19500 Thas
vy wan Frvorably eeviessnd by The Sator magaring i July 1951
Trred bl pug 10,000 males on the car by the time the sopotter diove
i e eventually chockad 50000 miles in ir. sooonding o munces of the
tirmse, @n i medrm of teing ow developmicrty and soquinmg eupenence
I chaassis an] waapeiskon dongn

Tiiiieet I“-K':" |I\|lk§ll“ e curs im @ B bladkamink shop
knorwen, of conime, a8 “The Smithy,” in South SeaFondshire, 'hl.-l._gh by
1953 he had moved to o larger building o Wolsrrhampeon, Saming
with iix employen, be eventudly expanded the work force w 15
With no rescarch anad dev r||||,l||'|u'|'ll doparmment; oo mgncoring waff,
and i Facr, e Esceony wennel Late in his ca's prodecios hife, Tarmer
bl 673 EpOITE Car, ncarky all of haide Pwi-scat ionsdates denagn,
between 1995 anad |,

The First Turner Sports Car

In latz 1954 Tarner ||ﬂl5,l'|l.']| s fipver coumercia) sporm car, the
oA, He inomduced T in 1055, Ty wsed o chasls and body of his
1m'r|druf_l.1 bzt weas buah anerand the Auaria AME derverrmn, wigh orher
cormpenemEn {fsm the Mosris Miner, The firv car waa il with ancel
and allow pancl, bue after that, with fist o few excepoons, the cn
spaosrieed F:h.n],;f“\ hisiien. Since ehere were fow orher MpEETY Pl -
e on the oad, Turner soos hid o thrivieg small basicen supplning
largely hand-bualr copies in kot fomm in the UK. and in assombled

fogm in MNowih Asnerics



For his first commencial sports car, Tumer
dipped liberally into the Austin A30 parts bin
for mnning gear and pewer, a8 many other
small manufacurens were doing ag the time
He ultimatcly expanded his sounces o ind ide
Standard-T l|||4|1|§|h Covenitrv-Climax  and
Foaud, in whar |1|:_|,:||.I be called che “Hame 57
;.||;|rnu.h R Gl huul:lulg

_|,||,|.. Tirnser's real Erhile shiwved lg in
|'|I..' v, wWhich l-mql:l|
the Austin live rear axle with a combinarion

II.'||IJ| Fear wiapem

i rranavene porsion bars wich HJ'.||I'|g| ATTTRS,
mubular shocks amid @ PPanhard mod, A simple
bue rigsd eube freme kepa che center of graviry
low, and a fiberglass hody assured an adequane
power-to-weight tatio on cafly models, which
'.d‘-l'\.l ‘-II'«\.I."-‘-I‘-I'I:- Ill'l:\.'lu Ihlr I-'|'|" I.ZIIHILT'“II\"
| liter, BMC A-serics enpines. As evesy enthu-
slasg knows, thoe onginos bmd  themadves
[ hamng ﬂl'l\.‘ NIEny TILENE CORENC |lrlh|l.|-.r
acly 90 honepower. With a cotal
g of only 13 iulu.ll..lx & .|L|.~L calgly-
tlan of the povwer 1.|-m-||_J'|r Fatic vl l."l.I'||J|II
whiy vinrage mcers love Tumen

Outflanked by the
Bugeye Sprite

There's a tale of carly industrial Enamgue
"'-lrl'""'lljlll':'_ |I|-\.' \.II.'V\.'IH.||.||'||\.'-'|r '1|. larner

Whils IJ.\II. WAk |1|||||_1|.'|g his cas im0 1955, his
spplicr, Austin, is aid 0 have
r ., Soon afier,

el [omald “calr:- whose
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mled & Tu

acxpuined
Amtin ¢

comgany had designed the Awstin-Healey 100, 1o design an emiry-level
wports car. The tesult, @ we know, was the Asistin-Healey Sprite, which
was introdisced n 1958,

I find it curious that ther car shoald come out on very similar
specifications. They were very et that | bullt this car using their
parts.” Tuarner recall, “I've no doubst thar Healey had 2 good look at
IFS ONE Way OF another.” i a recont imervew, however, Gerry Coloer,

the designer of the Sprite. sl he haidn't been aware of the Tumer when

[ETS .E-n:!‘u1n| e .‘-|1|il:r P Donald Healey

0505 Temers manw-

factured in 1958 and
2% had distinctve

5 added at the
jon of coe of
the U.5. deslers. This
Eampe s ownad by

Dave Lewis.
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Major Models:
A Turner Chronology

The earfiest Turner model was the B3, built between 1955 and
1957, i was an wngainly kooking car with suicsde dooes, a too-large
eqg-crade grille styled after the AC Ace, & redr thal sloped dovn like
the MGA, and an Auslin A3D cranking oul aboud 38 horsepower
Tismes manutactuned 105 of these cars, and 20 afe known o kel
Of those with locations fsted in the rogistry, ning am in the U.S,
ond is in S Lanka and six & in the UK.

The 3505, produced betwean 1957 and 1658, also had the egg-
crade grille, but the car sprouted litthe 1adl fins in the fall of 1958, Jay
Carans, alormes employee of Tri-City Motors, 3 ULS. importer of Turn-
s, Says Ihe tail fins wene suggested to Jack Turmer by Date Smith
who cramed the Ohio-based company, because il fins wers this rage
on Amarican cars of the day, An estmaled 166 95058 were bulll, of
which 64 ae known loday. The model was offered either with 1he
Austin G505 onging or the Coventry Climax FWA or FWE engines.

The Mark | Tusmers, produced befween 1955 and 1961, nepresenied
& styling breakthrough, A wider grille opaning and more phiasing
body linas creatad tha look thal was maintained for the balancs of
production. About 159 of them wens bul, end while 23 initially cama
%0 the LS., s0 many of the Mark | and || Tumers have besn imporied
by peivate owners for racing that the numbor must have af least
doubled. Tha Mark | was offered with a number of powarplands, from
the vensrable 348cc BMC A series enging 1o thie Climax PWA, Clmu
FWE and Alaxandar-modified crossfiow BMC

Mark || Tummers, produced between 1960 and 1963, used easpntialy
the same body sholl as the Mark I, although the cockpit was a b
roomier, These cars ware avadable with a tar mone patent rangs of
power; BMC A 65011088, Coventry-Climax FWAFWE, and Ford BT,
11688, 1340, and the very robust Cortina 1500 engines all found thes
wiy inko i 161 cars produced in this sories,

IMark | Turners, produced (rom 1963 until the company’s end s
1966, were mostly powered by the Cortina 1500 engine, although
severad had the Coventry-Climax FWAFWE pland. An estimaled 72
wehd buill. and 50 ane known today.




Harriman, BMCS maniging dinecior, nefused
Turmer the
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became his competicon. As a ok, when the
sreamdined Mask | came onto the market in
ate 1759, it was ‘lrun| scveral humidred dollam

bigher than che early Bugae Spribes

A Resourceful Designer
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Turner was resourochil sl begai
| engir
andd brakes and from suipe
brom Standard-Triemph, Thas in late 1960,
the Mark | begin appear
et 1 adidition o other sources end imany
pnuprh front wispens

The Mark | and submequent Mark [ can
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Buale abwsus 11 For escing, Arring chem with oll
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pres VOGS, 48 ampicianve camslialt amd @
paar of Weber MOOEs. They o oo a3 rero
Bo={ol II'||1|I ome ol 6.5 wconds an the I.Lllul:.'
tires available mid- il

In 1962, Turner
fibetglo.bodied 342
I':-:-Llril.al- and powered by a 15000 Poud
were builn, af

i the gquality

sced an ALTFACIVE
LA butlr on a -.Iﬂ'|
engind. len copacs of this car
which five will exise, artesting
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In 1963, Turner roduced his line 1o the
sursctive Spoms Mark [ A quick lictde car
; d 13440 enpine,

- rl‘l!'l fl.l\llF‘I'",'\[ W I:H 4 I.\
the Mark 111 casily sunperfonmed she MGH,

Approvimanely s copiey il this car were

busile, @ vucoess by the company’s pandank
The 1966 Gar and Driver Yearda shbsed
thie vimy b tharpshandling Turtien “unhody
Lo e

n SCCA production racing.”
Tumer weas smong the fost small manuific
terens o ober an optional antomatic wan
1963, The Hobbi Mecham
crandmission wia & 32 exera-onst Optien on
the Mark T11. ] Ihpll.‘lul'tlls l.‘]l,- badlc matnine of
Farmers, & hearer veould 5did 358 w6 an bnbbal
punchase price of $2095 fir the Mark 111

The End of the Road
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a very different sh
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1115 0 Aocommodiis Ry Ergines. Aging
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since he autocrossas with the
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ably worn down by the sress of munning
his company a5 3 onc-man operation, and
with thin finances exacerbated by nonpay-
ment of some ULS. orders—Turner pur the
Company ino m1un|;|l:|.' ligquidation. Cnce
he recovered, Tumer revurmed 1o the auta-
mohile industry as a consulting engincer. He

comtinued a5 3 consultang to various campsnics until his retirement,) |
but never himself made anocher car,

Axwith only a few other dH!HﬂEr builders of clasic mafgiees, ek
Turmer is still very much acrive and, until sidelined by hip problems
in 2003, had arended Turmer reunions every year sinee 1986, He
communicates regalacdy with owners and conlied
tion of this amicle.

on the prepara-

Reaching Around the World: Turners on the Internet

The health of this lictle niche in the old-car
hlhh]' lliﬂhrplll due o rwo emthusiases
and the resch of the Woekd Wide Web. The
Weh sive thar Diennis Kawshata cxsablivhed
with the ssivsince of Rus Filby bas con-
wribured signaficandy po the growing increse
in Tumers amd the mamber of recent
events feanuring el Fa, light, linke can,

Owner Seeking e-Mail Contact

The Turmer siee srareedd as 2 msodess effore.
In 1999, Dennis Kawabaa, who has awned
car Mo, 65646 since 1968, joined the U_K.-
hased Faircharpe Sports Car Clah, The FSCC
is a chub for owrsens of small-produscrion sports
cafs, willy those winh fiberglio hodies,

Within the club are regissers for esch of
thie clulby's wes. The Tumner Register of
lhrFSﬂ]ll:..:qu makntained with devo-
tion for more than 32 vears by Dlavid Scotr,
an encyclopeodia of abouat the can
Bt a3 winth chubs for many other obscure:
argues, the only communication among
Exr-{lung owneers was by snail-mail newaler-
ters and the felephone.

Having neceived u few of the mombily clab
newslener, Kawshars, who lives in the Pacific
MNorhwest, realized thar prior inues of the
newslener would comrain aibdisonal informs-
ton, but he had mo means w acoos it He
thoupht 3 Web sire might be o way for infor-
mathon 1o be gahored and made always avail-
abile for ather Turner owners and enthusiases,

Afver creating a simple site with modes
Turner information, Diennis made a
through the club newaletier for photographs
anal informstion on other Turmers, One of
thee first swmens ey contsct him via e-mail was
Hueis Filby of Monh Somerset, England,

Fillry had grown up in and arounsd his
Dennis Kawabata, from the Paciic Norfwest,
started the Turmer Sports Cars Web site to
ke histaric material avadable,

father's Turner and was rostoring anc of his
wwm. Filby and his Buher had camons of old
pictmres, news clippings and other memors-
hilia. From this move of matevisl, within a

year Bawabata and Filby had built 3 Turner
Web vite thar included separare wecrinns for

articles and
early sdverthements aboai Tumers, as well ss
an active messape board.

The site can be aceened by Tamer
ovwners and other classic-car enthasiases ag
www, e poraca oo, One of the site’s

meost compelling aspects is & Turner family
aftim thar featienes plctures of nearky 150

Tusrmeers, lisied by chassis number,
five of the 1) rare Turner GTa that
fiberglass shells on stee! monocoque chassi

Unknown Turners have been found
arvina the globe: Sri Lanks, South Africs,
Auvseralia and, of course, in the UK. and the
LIS, OF the ariginal 673 cars busile, 294 have
bmlunﬂ.ﬁﬂhﬂqnhnh&rwnnﬂ
rate, Even mane o
boae Turners have boen Inmhnd identified
through the Web site in the past three yean.

The growing online nesvwnrk of Turmer
omners now i vigeroudy sceking clues oo the
existence or demiie of the ai-yet-unaccounted-
for 379 can, and the s of the nevwork is
making it possible for many of the sarviven 1o
be pat back an the track and the sreet.

The New Wave for Old Cars
The fact thay rwo enthisiass—onen-
puter-users in their carcen bur anything bur
computer jocks—can creare and maintain
an ﬂ#wkmmm-ljd’mumnd
the world in their spane ime shoukd inspire
wen of other obscure
The Turner site has made possible the
i oof previoasly unkmown information.
Wallly Hiclos in Virginia had made a sct of
basly-shell molds fr the carly model 2505
shar, throgh Wb sire publicin, are now
being wsed by other resoren,
Jay Caran, whe worked for ane of
the larger imporees in the LS. Tri-
City Muotors in Akron, Obils, was able to
shead light on a serics of “half and k™
Tumers—cars thar had the front end
of tne smodel and the rear bodywork of
another, larer model. The backgrounds
of these hybrid cars had been abmos
urknown 1o the Turser communiry.

Through the siee, Careno also was able
locate one of the rice cars be prepared for the
15960 Schaing race.

Just recently, the group heard from Parsche
Picrson Ashford, daugheer of A. . Pierson,
an imporier of Turners and other cxotic cans
in Ovlando, Fla, Ashford wrate to provide
thie correct bunines name of her father's firm,
A, L. Picrson Sales and Service.” She alwe
confirmed chat her daid named her after the
ather car he imponed,

Friendships, even among staunch racing
rivals, have prown as 3 result of the ey com-
manicagion. The site has provided hedp for
members in emerpencies. When racer Keigh
Lawrence damaged his front suspension and
needod b roplace a dram brake and wheel
i complete with shoes, cylinden, springs,
rtors and hackplare, he placed & mesage
o1 the Turner site. He imimediately bocated
replacement parts it Texas, bt offers of help
camse 1o him almost overnight from Canada

ownens with their frmer can, thanks o the
st Im 2002, 8 foemer Tusmer owner, Andnow
Sealey, wrose 1o Filby from the LS., "1 wld
oy Tumer (HAY 30)) 10 3 garsge in Dunstable
in 1969, This year Filby spoaed Andsew’s
car for wale in England and notified him, Laer
Sealey wroee to Fillay, = Thanks m youw, | gpent
the aftermoon with HAY 303, [1's boen 3
yean anee ['ve seen her. .. | was under pres-
wire 1o sell from my parenn, who were iving
in the LLS. (1 came back. as | was called up for
Vietmam!h.™ And FRay Brown in Ausiralia was
abile 1o reinite with car nuember 63575, which
he bad owned 20 yesrs cadier, via the Wieh site.
The site b now instrumeneal in organizing
events wch as the recent VIR Rewndod,

Russ Fiby from North Somerset, England,
contributed initial material for the ste, and
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Virtual Exchanges Spawn

Physical Events

With ier Wb sie sk
s on evenis, the
in Morth Amenc wa A ar Mospon durnng
the summer of 2000, Organired by Canadian
recer Philp Soden, it snrscied 13 Twmen
ot of danly diven
n far awsy B Penmobvanio, plus 3 MNow Jomey
et wha (bow Aajh juisk o b with the sther To

rur-ever | Emer reinm
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With awmner
the Web xine, T
marques ar the 1
Fescival in che fall of HE2, Despise
chawar the Mombieass, which

raims thee

the lessival bar discouraged six owners from
coming, cight Dwrners node the cvene, Skip
Marber, the track's owmer. led parsde laps in a
Turner nearly mlentical 0 one he had mcoed o
victory decades. earlier
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